






di�erent mouthwashes (Barnett, 2006).
Dentifrices used in vivo condition, generally gets diluted by 
saliva. As a result, it is possible that antimicrobial compounds 
will be bu�ered in saliva at varying concentrations. �erefore, it 
is not always true that dentifrices producing the largest zone of 
inhibition contain highest antimicrobial ingredients. Moreover, 
di�erent dentifrices contain di�erent antimicrobial ingredients 
that may di�use at varying rates. Hence, in vitro test result can’t 
exactly pinpoint the antimicrobial e�cacy of toothpastes and 
mouthwashes in vivo conditions. Di�erential pattern of antibac-
terial activities of various toothpastes and mouthwashes can be 
attributed to variations in formulations, active components and 
their interactions with other ingredients.  
Conclusions 

In sum, this study has shown that most of the commonly found 
toothpastes and mouthwashes available in Bangladesh have 
prominent antibacterial activity against the clinical isolates of S. 
mutans. It was found that dentifrices containing triclosan and 
�uoride are most e�ective against this oral pathogen. �erefore, 
dentifrices containing �uoride and triclosan can be e�ectively 
used to maintain a good oral hygiene in daily basis.
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